PRINCE OF PEACE

Text: Isaiah 9:1-7
Readings: Matthew 4:12-25; Isaiah 8:11-9:7
Theme: Through Isaiah God promised Judah a son who would be the prince of peace and bring the light of salvation to Galilee.
Purpose: To enable us to see more clearly Jesus as our God and king, the Prince of Peace.


Isaiah was an 8th century prophet who lived in Jerusalem and spoke primarily to the southern kingdom of Israel, the people of Judah. His ministry spanned over 40 years and covered the reigns of four kings of Judah.

This book of Isaiah is the largest of the books of the prophets and many regard him as the greatest of the Old Testament prophets. He has given us some of the clearest Old Testament predictions about the birth and ministry of the Lord Jesus. 

These words in chapter 9 are a wonderful description of the Lord Jesus as the Prince of Peace who has brought the light of salvation into the world. 

These are well known words for Christians. What is not so familiar is the original situation of Judah when Isaiah gave this prophecy, so we will start with that, and then go on to look at their salvation and their saviour.

1. THEIR SITUATION

Isaiah prophesied during a time when the people of Israel and Judah were turning away from the Lord. They consulted mediums and spiritists rather than God, and went to the dead rather than to God’s law. (8:19) This type of satanic activity is becoming more common in our society today. 

God warned his people of his judgement on them for their sin. They would be distressed and hungry and would roam through the land; they would experience “distress and darkness and fearful gloom”. (8:21f) 

The Lord would use the Assyrians as an instrument of his judgement to humble his people. The Assyrian Empire was on the rise at this time. Their army came from the east and first attacked the northern most tribes of Israel, the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, in the region of the sea of Galilee. (9:1) 

That part of Israel was known as “Galilee of the Gentiles”. (9:1) The Gentiles (non-Jews) remained in that part of the land for a long time after the conquest of Canaan under Joshua, and these northern most tribes regularly bore the brunt of attacks from invading Gentile armies. 

Galilee was also “by the way of the sea”, which was the main highway that went from Egypt in the south to Aram (Syria) in the north. 

The Assyrian army attacked Israel in 734BC and again in 722BC and carried many of the people away into exile. That was the end of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Then the Assyrians advanced down through Judah to attack Jerusalem. 

This was the situation Judah faced – one of judgement and invasion. 

2. But God promised his people SALVATION!

This salvation is described in three pictures.

a. The first picture is light.
Verse 2: “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

This is a beautiful image. It reminds us of the sun shining brightly after a severe storm; or of a sunny morning after a long sleepless night where you struggled with pain and anxiety. 
Psalm 30 says; “For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favour a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.” (vs 5b) 

This was fulfilled for the people of Israel and Judah when God allowed the exiles to return home after the Babylonian captivity. The exiles returned “by the way of the sea”, in partial fulfilment of these words of Isaiah. (9:1)

But this prophecy has a double fulfilment and also looks forward to the promised Messiah. Matthew says that Isaiah’s words were fulfilled when Jesus left Nazareth and moved to the Capernaum, a small town on the edge of the Sea of Galilee. (Matt 4:13ff) Matthew then went on to write; “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.” (Matt 4:23). 
Jesus came as the light of the world, and he is still that light today. 

b. This salvation also pictured as joy! 
Verse 3: “You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy.” 

This too was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus; Through his death and resurrection he broke down the dividing wall between Jews and Gentiles. At Pentecost he sent his Spirit and the early disciples were able to preach the good news about Jesus in many different languages. The gospel was going to preached to the whole world, Jews and Gentiles. Jesus has enlarged the New Testament church to include people from every tribe, nation, language and people. It is a vast multitude that no one can count.

Isaiah compares the rejoicing of God’s people to the joy of farmers when they have finished gathering their harvest, or the joy of soldiers who have won a great victory and are dividing their plunder. 

Today, as God’s people, we rejoice in the Lord and in his salvation through Christ Jesus. “Rejoice in the Lord”, Paul urged the Philippians; “I will say it again: Rejoice!” Phil 4:4)

c. This salvation is pictured as light, joy, and as peace. (vs 4-5)

The people of Israel looked back through their history and remembered the many times God had delivered them from their enemies and given them peace.
Verse 4 recalls the victory God gave Israel through Gideon, in the time of the judges. With only 300 men God enabled Gideon to defeat the vast army of the Midianites. (Judges 6-8)

Isaiah prophesied that God would also rescue Judah from the Assyrian army that was threatening them. He anticipated a time when all the clothing and weapons of war would be burnt in the fire because God would bring about peace.

Again this prophecy looks forward to the Lord Jesus Christ for its ultimate fulfilment. 
Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, prophesied that he would “guide our feet in the path of peace.” (Luke 1:79)
When Jesus was born a great company of the heavenly host praised God saying; “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests.” (Luke 2:14)

3. These blessings of salvation – light, joy and peace – come through Jesus our SAVIOUR.

Verse 6; “For to us a child is born”. This is the same child Isaiah spoke of in chapter 7 who would be called Immanuel, meaning “God with us”. 
This child would be “born” in the same way as every other child is born. Jesus was born as a baby, from Mary, in a stable, in Bethlehem.

But this child was different from every other child born; “for to us a son is given.” This son was given as a gift by God his Father.  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son.” (John 3:16) At Christmas people often give each other presents. Children, maybe you have asked for special things you want. Maybe you have bought gifts for your mum or dad, or your brothers and sisters. But in all this giving and receiving don’t forget the greatest gift of all: “to us a son is given”. 

“and the government will be on his shoulders.”
This refers to the royal robe that would flow from his shoulders. He will be a great king and he will govern his people. To rule over people is a great responsibility; rulers carry a great weight on their shoulders. That is true of the elders of the church, and directors of companies, and the prime minister of our nation. But Jesus rules over the entire world and over all people! The government of all the nations is on his shoulders! 

But he can carry that because he is the “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (v 6b) These names describe who he is, and his character, and what he will do. 
There are four names, or titles. Sometimes you meet someone who has many names. Jesus is so important than one name cannot describe him. These four titles are compound names – that is, each one has two parts.

He is Wonderful Counsellor. 
The Old Testament kings had special people around them to give them advice and counsel. These were wise men who had insight and knowledge. Sometimes one particular counsellor would stand out above the others, like Ahithophel to King David. (2 Sam 16:23) 

Jesus himself is a Wonderful Counsellor. His wisdom is infinite, his knowledge is comprehensive, his counsel is extra-ordinary. 
He can lead you into all truth because he is the Truth. He can guide you in the way of salvation because he is the Way. 

He is Mighty God. 
Jesus was himself God, the second person of the trinity, having a divine nature. When he was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary he became a man, but he remained God. He had a divine nature and a human nature in the one person. 

Because he was God, he had all the attributes or characteristics of God, including God’s might, or power. He was and is almighty, all powerful, majestic and glorious. Of course, he had to have that if he was to be king. A great ruler must not only make wise plans, but he must also have the power to put those plans into effect; he must be able to do what needs to be done. Jesus can do that because he is Mighty God.

Remember this at this time of the year. Many people are very sentimental about Jesus at Christmas. They think of him as a little baby; “the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay”; “The little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.” Some of these Christmas carols give us the wrong idea about Jesus. 
Isaiah tells us that he was born to be king! The government is on his shoulders! He is a Wonderful Counsellor and the Mighty God!

And he is Eternal Father.
This does not mean he is the same person as God the Father; each person of the trinity is distinct from the other.

Rather this describes his compassion for his children. “As a father has compassion on his children so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.” (Ps 103:13f)
If you believe in the Lord Jesus then you are part of his family. As an Eternal Father he will always watch over you, look after you, be near you, keep you in his care. 

And he is Prince of Peace.
All the kings of Israel and Judah were fighting wars at various times; not one could establish a permanent peace. And there are wars and conflicts going on in many countries today. 

God promised peace in this world. The Hebrew word for peace is shalom. It has the sense of wellbeing, fullness, wholeness, completeness, blessing. 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
He said to his disciples; “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you… Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27) He said; “I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace.” (John 16:27)

Do you know Jesus as the Prince of Peace? Do you believe in him? Do you trust in him? Do you know this peace that is described here? Do you experience it in your own life, mind and heart?

If you do, you can thank God for that and live in the joy and peace of believing.
If you don’t, I invite you and urge you to turn to Jesus in repentance and faith. It is “through faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1) If you believe in Jesus as God’s Son, and trust that he died on the cross for your sins, you will be saved and God will grant you eternal life. 

Through Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection God has brought salvation to his people: light, joy and peace.

Jesus is the Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

He is presently reigning as king, and is extending his kingdom, and will continue to do so until he comes for the second time to establish his rule forever. 

This is beautifully expressed in verse 7;
“Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”
 
Amen



Suggested Hymns:
Come thou long expected Jesus (Book of Worship 250)
Lord Jesus Christ you have come ((Book of Worship 285)
For unto us a child is born (Book of Worship 251)
There is under heaven (Book of Worship 334)
I cannot tell (Book of Worship 510)

